275  YEARS  OF  CHURCH  HISTORY. 
This  little  meetinghouse  of  1645  was  the  first  built  in  Springfield, 
only  30  families  living  here  then.     (See  other  side.)  A  556 


FIRST  CHURCH  of  today  on  historic  Court  Square  built  1819.  Now 
20,000  families  live  here. 


SPRINGFIELD'S  HISTORIC  FIRST  CHURCH,  of 
Cclav,  built  1819,  is  the  fourth  building  erected  by  the  society, 
which  was  formed  1637.  one  year  after  the  town  s  settlement 
Most  churches  in  colonial  days  were  cal  ed  ^meetinghouses 
h..,u-.  intcuhHl  for  general  public  use.  ^l^^y  2!jlf'''J^'l 
built  to  ward  oft-  attacks  of  the  savages  The  Turret  at  the 
on  serv(>d  as  a  watch  tower.  The  second  story  of  this  church 
S  fo  a  time  used  for  storing  grain,  The  fine  steeples  of 
hese  old  houses  are  imitations  of  English  spires  of  the  seven- 
teenth Centiirv.  and  the  beautiful  doorways  and  other 
ornaincntationsare  copied  after  heathen  temples.  . 

The  copper  weather  cock,  an  idea  borrowed  from  old 
iMiglaiid,  IS  to  remind  the  church  of  Peter's  warning,  and 
constitutes  a  call  to  repentance  Springfield's  Rooster  is  one 
of  three  made  bv  a  noted  London  coppersmith  and  brought 
over  in  1750,  so  he  is  now  "162  years  young"— a  much  looked 
up  to  and  respected  resident.  The  other  two  were  placed  on 
end  South  Church,  Boston,  and  the  church  at  Newburyport. 
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